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Synopsis

This concise text offers a straightforward guide to developing legal writing and analysis skills for
beginning legal writers. Legal Writing and Analysis, Third Edition, leads students logically through
reading and analyzing the law, writing the discussion of a legal question, writing an office memo and
professional letters. The author then focuses on writing for advocacy and concludes with style and
formalities and a chapter devoted to oral argument. The Third Edition features new material
throughout on drawing factual inferences, one of the most important kinds of reasoning for legal
writers, as well as additional examples on the book s companion web site. Among the features that
make Legal Writing and Analysis a best-selling text : It tracks the traditional legal writing course
syllabus, providing students with the necessary structure for organizing a legal discussion. The
consistent use of the legal method approach, from an opening chapter providing an overview of a
civil case and the lawyer s role, to information about the legal system, case briefing, synthesizing
cases, and statutory interpretation. The emphasis on analogical reasoning and synthesizing cases,
as well as rule-based and policy-based reasoning, with explanations of how to use these types of
reasoning to organize a legal discussion. Coverage of the use of precedent, particularly on how to
use cases. Superior discussion of small-scale organization, including the thesis paragraph.
Numerous examples and frequent short exercises to encourage students to apply concepts. Many
exercises focus on first-year courses and others focus on professional responsibility. The Third
Edition offers: New material on drawing factual inferences, one of the most important kinds of
reasoning for legal writers. Citation materials updated to cover the new editions of both ALWD and
the Bluebook. Companion web site will include additional examples of office memos, opposing

briefs, letters, and summary judgment motions.
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Customer Reviews

| will start by saying what | think is right about this book. It is packed with helpful information. The
writer can deliver helpful insights. The book is decently priced.Here are my complaints about this
book. The book is poorly organized. The writer uses words that she doesn’t understand the actual
meaning of. For example, the word "paradigm” is so misused | find it offensive. The writer uses
words like, generally, sometimes, probably, maybe, and possibly in such a manner that it is jolting
and choppy, and leaves the reader wondering about the confidence you could have in the
information. Chapter 7-12 could benefit from rewriting, and organizing into the actual order that a
person would encounter in constructing the memo from the material. As it is not organized in this
manner, the reader is forced to flip back and forth, and hunt haphazardly for connecting ideas and
materials. Also, the way the writer repeats the phrases repeatedly makes the information harder to
digest, and easier to get confused. Entire sections of the book could be truncated and the reader
would benefit drastically.All this being said, the topic subject was probably not easy to write about,
and considerable effort was probably put into the book. Generally, you could commend the author

on these grounds. See how jilting that type of writing is.)

Good and informative text. Gives a step by step guide into the world of legal writing. Would

recommend the text to one who is taking legal writing.

Part of the essential texts for teaching skills and as reference tools for years to come. Thank you.

*k%k

Pretty poor examples, my teacher required this book then talked s*** on it the whole time.

The book is definitely in good condition. Works for daily reading.

Great wonderful help in writing. You will use it again and again.
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